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At the VBA crossroads ... where next?
Which road do we take now? … By Mike Mee.

Introduction
Well I don’t know about you, but, maybe like 
yourself, I am glad to see the back of arrays and 
listboxes finally!

This article is a breather, if you will, to allow 
batteries to be recharged over the winter period 
and for me to ask you a question.

Which way next?
As this is the 19th article that I have written for 
Communicator, I find myself running out of things 
to write about that are aimed at a particular level. 

It has been a good journey since the very first 
article in the Spring 2015 issue of Communicator, 
but now I find myself at the crossroads.

The problem is to what level of difficulty, 
either perceived or actual, do I need to go to 
next so that my future articles are still worthy 
of their place in Communicator.

Would it be classed as futile to increase the 
level above the average Word VBA programmer? 
I certainly do not want to lose those of you 
that have followed this column through the 
‘beginner level’ stuff over the last few years.

By ‘more advanced forms of Word VBA’, I 
mean articles that could cover:
 � using files with early and late bindings
 � building more advanced GUI forms
 � the creation and tweaking of sections, tables, 
images within a Word document

Or are there actual areas that you are curious 
about and would like an article covering these?

VBA is available in other tools too …
Or, we could take a different route and evolve 
your VBA knowledge to cover some of the other 
applications within the Microsoft Office suite?

They all have the same ALT & F11 magic 
key to get in. There will be a few differences 
here and there to get through, for example, 
documents, worksheets and slideshows, but the 
engine underneath is very similar. 

The VBA uses the same logic, the same way to 
create code modules or your own GUIs. 

Maybe an end goal would be to create an 
add-in to hold a range of functions? (Don’t 
worry, I certainly won’t be going to the extremes 
of my own Word Toolbox!)

It’s your choice
I am happy to go with the flow of what you 
want me to teach you.

To enable this, I need to ‘touch base’ (urgh .. I 
hate using that phrase!) with you as you are my 
target audience to see what direction you want 
me to take you to next.

I've created a quick survey for you to help 
me decide on the next route to take into the 
wonderful world of VBA. (http://bit.ly/2X63a8o)

The results of the survey will be discussed in 
the next article.

Inside IR351 on the horizon
It seems that my main employer is heading 
towards making everyone go ‘inside IR35’ route. 
At least they are not sacking all contractors as a 
solution to IR35 as some of the bigger banking 
names are doing!

However, if this does occur, it means living 
down south during the week becomes that 
bit more expensive. Partly due to the extra 
taxation (at source) and the inability to claim 
expenses after two years’ residency at the same 
workplace. By the time this article appears in 
print, it leaves me fewer than seven months to 
work out my next move.

One option that has been mooted by a few 
other contractors is to request to be moved ‘oop 
North’ to one of their satellite offices. However, 
as with all things public sector, that might not 
happen until the end of this second contract. So 
I have to be quiet and bide my time.

Down on the farm
As for life on the actual farm where I live week-
to-week, it is the same as it was last winter. The 
clocks have gone back and I will have to find my 
headlamp and LED torch to show me the way 
into work and back out again through the fields.

Hopefully this could be my last winter down 
here in the countryside. C
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